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Harbor Housing Authority. —ROBERT LEVIN PHOTO
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began this winter. Over the past
three months, 28 foundations
have been constructed, leaving
the development just three
basements shy of the 31 total that ™
will be built, said Mike Allen, ;
ground crew foreman with Harold
MacQuinn, Inc. Construction.

Houses seem like they are
springing up daily. The
development will take two years
to complete, but the first three
houses are slated to be ready
June 1, said Terry Kelley,
executive director of the Bar
Harbor Housing Authority.
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the houses, one feature may cement board siding on a house at the Northeast Creek ]  800-759-4478
stand out more than any other in  Neighborhood recently. Cement board is a more
the eyes of potential buyers; a expensive, but more environmentally-friendly option than
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high degree of energy efficiency.  Vinyl siding.—ROBERT LEVIN PHOTO
Eight houses were kept heated last winter, at an average cost of $500-worth of propane
each.

“And that’s with doors open, extension cords running through windows, you know, typical
construction,” Mr. Kelley said.

As the development takes shape and word gets out about the efficient design, interest has
perked up. Mr. Kelley has been quite busy fielding phone calls, distributing information, and
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showing people around the site at an increasing frequency this spring, he said. ﬁm things

Twelve houses are under purchase-and-sale agreements now, Mr. Kelley said, and he is
working actively with four families on purchasing other houses. The three dwellings that are Nertheast Farber: Mai
due to be completed by June 1 were built on spec. 20727‘63500 "

Described in sales materials as an “eco-friendly village,” the Northeast Creek Neighborhood 18006733754
is far from a typical subdivision. The 31 homes being built will be clustered on just 6 acres of
land, with many as close to each other as the houses on a downtown street.

The close proximity of the homes to one another is just part of the “green” building plan for
the development. By clustering the houses, 25 acres of surrounding land, also part of the
neighborhood, will be conserved in its natural, wooded state.

As a matter of further conservation, 175 acres were protected in a partnership with Maine
Coast Heritage Trust and Acadia National Park when the housing authority originally
purchased the land.

Environmentally friendly components are featured in many aspects of the homes, at both the
construction and the design phases.

New framing technologies were used to reduce thermal bridging and increase wall thickness,
allowing for extra insulation. The walls have an insulating value of R30, while ceilings are
R50.

A Rinnai propane heating system installed on the first floor heats the entire house. As an
option, buyers can have a pellet stove installed.

The exterior sheathing used in construction is free from volatile organic compounds (VOCs),
as are the kitchen cabinets. The finish applied to the wood floors and paint used on the walls
are also VOC-free.

Fly ash, a by-product of coal-fired power plants, was used in the foundation concrete to make
it more durable. Every ton of fly ash recycled is equal to four months of carbon emissions
from a typical car, according to housing authority materials.

All framing lumber was harvested within 300 miles of Bar Harbor, a step also geared toward
reducing carbon emissions. Also, as much construction waste as possible is being recycled.

The homes in the Northeast Creek Neighborhood are geared toward year-round, Mount
Desert Island families, and are meant to be affordable to those of moderate income levels.
The most basic start at a price of $160,000, with a number of options available.

To qualify, at least one member of the family needs to work on Mount Desert Island;
household income makes purchasing a home here at full market value difficult, and pre-
approval from a financial institution for a mortgage is necessary to qualify.

For interested buyers who do not meet the eligibility requirements, several homes in the
development will be available at full market rate.

No one has commented on this article.

Only registered users can post comments, please log in. If you have not registered
and would like to please click here.

FREE STATEWIDE DELIVERY!

This site and all contents are copyright © 2008, Ellsworth American, Inc.

» Ells Arecienn wien
enline'se %ervu

omul slu

http://mdislander.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=5937&Itemid=36 Page 2 of 2


http://www.nps.gov/acad/
http://mdislander.com/site/index.php?option=com_juser&task=UserRegistration
http://www.04605.info/adpeeps/adpeeps.php?bfunction=clickad&uid=100000&bzone=NewsBannerBottom&bsize=468x90&bmode=order&btype=1&bpos=default&ver=2.0
http://www.04605.info/adpeeps/adpeeps.php?bfunction=clickad&uid=100000&bzone=NewsTile5&bsize=115x225&bmode=order&btype=1&bpos=default&ver=2.0
http://www.04605.info/adpeeps/adpeeps.php?bfunction=clickad&uid=100000&bzone=NewsTile6&bsize=115x225&bmode=order&btype=1&bpos=default&ver=2.0
http://www.eaonline.info/

